
FIFTH DISTRICT, MISSOURI .---_\ /n\ COMMITTEE ON ENERGY 
AND COMMERCE 

1330 LONGWORTH HOUSE 

OFFICE BUILDING 
WASHINGTON, DC 20515 

(202)225-4535 

400 E. 9TH STREET, SUITE 9350 
KANSAS CITY, MO 64106 

(816) 8424545 

301 W. LEXINGTON, ROOM 217 
INDEPENDENCE, MO 64050 

(816) 833-4545 

http://www.house.gov/karenmccarthy 

j&owe of 3Represientatibee’ 

SUBCOMMIJTEE ON 

ENERGY AND AIR QUALITY 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS AND 

THE INTERNET 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON 

ENVIRONMENT AND 

HAZARDOUS MATERIALS 

DEMOCRATIC CAUCUS 
STEERING COMMITTEE 

June 12,2002 

The Honorable Michael IS. Powell 
Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, S.W. 
Room 8-B20 1 
Washington, D.C. 20554 

Dear Chairman Powell: 

I am writing to request that careti and comprehensive review be given to the proposed merger 
between EchoStar communications and Hughes Electronics. 

Consumers will benefit from access to new and emerging technologies in communication and the 
media. Your evaluation of the pending merger on the merits for the betterment of the consumers 
created by joining the two largest satellite television providers in our nation is essential to the 
integrity of current law. Quantifying the potential benefits to consumers by the merger such as 
greater enhanced services, additional local station choices, and anationwide price structure represent 
compelling reasons to approve the EchoStar and Hughes merger. I am keenly aware of the 
importance which technology developments have meant in our business and private lives. Affording 
greater access to maximizing spectrum efficiency for educationai, persoirai, and industry access 
remains a vital goal. 

In my work in the Congress, I have focused on bridging the gap of the digital divide. This merger 
could bring us closer to conquering the digital divide. You attention to the review and consideration 
of the EchoStar and Hughes merger is greatly appreciated. 


